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ABSTPACT 

On April 1, 1970, we uere counted along with the rert 
of the people in the nation. The Census Bureau found that we 
constitute about one percent of the population. There are 1,369,412 
of us— 591,290 Japanese-Americans, 435,062 Chinese-Americans, 343,060 
Filipino-Americans, 70,000 Korean-Americans, 100,000 Hawaiians, 
107,000 Turkish, 85,000 Lebanese, 59,000 Israelis, 59,000 Syrians, 
88,000 other Western Asians, 9,000 Pakistanis, 76,000 Indians, and 
108,000 other Asians. In the decade 1960 to 1970, our number 
increased more than 55 percent while the entire U.S. population 
increased by 13.3 percent. For the most part, we have remained in the 
West near where our parents and grandparents settled when they 
arrived to work in old California. Only the Chinese-Americans have 
crossed the country in significant numbers to settle in the 
Northeast. About half of us live in just three metropolitan areas. 
1,2 million of us— 90 percent of our total — live in urban areas. Our 
median family income is higher than ever before, and for most of us, 
it is higher than the 9,596 dollars which was the national median in 
1969. The 1970 Census showed that 182,000 or 48 percent of our homes 
were owned or being bought by the families living in them. Some 
622,000 of us constitute our labor force and all but three percent of 
these are employed. (Author/JH) 
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* 1970 Census figures also sfiowed 
70,000 Korean-Americans, and 
100.000 Havvaiians In the United 
States. There are also 1 07,000 
Turkish 85.000 Lebanese, 59,000 
Israelis. 59.000 Syrians. 88,000 
other Western Asians, 9,000 
Pakistanis. 76.000 Indians, and 
1 08.000 other Asians here. 
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No. 13 in a sf^rios of reports 
^'"^ni thfj 1970 Census 
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{jur iiostt'Mly, Wr t.anif.' lo 
tinti »i t' in tin? A.'nof 

ifi Ihp Miid-lBOO's-dt first to 
wi)f k in ilu* CtJi't^iMiiii ijold 
fMifrh's, VV»' h<?lp«.Hl rn huilci Iho 
rjilrn.icis siuinnifuj ihr? irind, 
Ihi'ii w»? VA)rk(?d if^ thp or- 
i luifds iind fill IMS (|l th(? VVnst 
Const,, ind IhfMi in new fncinii- 
f.i. lurifuj pUmis, 

VV(; vvtio (irp Jnp.inrso also 
■ fini(}tis liU)t)tt?rs. VVp t.anjc in 
llv? !fitf' 1890's tu vvt)rk 
lc)bon?rs in thi^ sucjtir rufinorios 
in HfiWcjii. In ttu? 1900's wo 
ffKM*: to the contint'ntcil 
United St.itns to work on thf? 
fjniis. in ihu niinos. and in 
tht; (.annfMi(?s, cind also lo help 
l)uikl itu* (jrovvirK) VVtJStom 
raihotids. In th*' t iti<JS, sotruj 
of us bocani*! snifiil nifjR.hunts 
whil" otlv;rs w<3rknd .is do- 
nu»sti<:s, qard^MiHrs, ♦.»ti.. 




Wti who aro Filipino canio 
in fjrowing numbLTs af tor 
1924. We workod on ranches. 
W(? took jobs as olovator oper- 
ators and teli boys, waiters, 
hotfH dttnndants. Puilfr-un 
f.iortors. and soanicn in coastal 
shii)pifKj. But w^' w(^rn not 
"nlirnis" for wo owod no alhv 
gianco to any furoign govorn- 
r.)mL In fact, before wocamo 
to those shores wr* had lived 
under American administra- 
tion. 

Obviously, it has not al- 
ways been easy for us to 
irnnngratf? to this country. 
Our early history here was 
marked W'th a succession of 
various kinds of exclusion 



laws limiting and eventually 
prohibiting Asian immigration 
to the United Slates, but to- 
day there are no exclusion 
laws, immigration from 
Japan, China, and the Philip- 
pines is subject to the same 
laws that determine adnussion 
qualifications and ciuolas of 
immigrants froni oth^r Na- 
tions of the world. 
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OUR NUMBERS 
ARE CROWING 

In the dtH:ucle 1960 to 
1970, our number incrotis(?d 
more ihdn 55 luircont whik^ 
tho. ontircj U,S, populaliun in- 
ciOcisod by 13,3 pc^rcont. On 
Census Dny, 1970, :ho num- 
ber of Japanesu-ArneriCcHis 
cimong us had incroas^^d 27 
pijrajnt; the number of 
Chin^'se- Americans had in- 
cr(^ased 83 percent; and the 
number of Filipino-Americans 
had increased 95 percent over 
1960 figures. 

We began a slow but steady 
increase following repeal of 
the exclusion laws during 
the 1940's but our growth 
has not been dependent on or 
primarily because of immi- 
gration, Sixty-lwo percent 
of us are native Arnericans. 
Only the Filipino-Aniericans 
among us have a majority 
born abroad. 



POPULATION GROWTH 
1900-1970 




sr COPY 



m ARE 

WESTERNERS 

For tho most pari, wo have 
renuunod in ifm West fioar 
where our paronis and grand- 
parents settled when they 
cUrivGd to work in thn gold 
fields, orchards, and factorios 
of Old Calif ornid. Seventy- 
one porL^nt of us still live in 
Iho VWsli^rfi region of ihtj 
United States, with 38 iv^rcent 
in CcJliforniii. Soino 520.000 
Japanese-, Chinesfi-, and 
Fjlipifio- Americans constituto 
2.6 n«*rcent of Ciilifornla's 
population. Another 303,000, 
or 27 percent of the U.S. 
total live ifi Hawaii where wo 
are 47.3 percent of tho State's 
population. 

Only the Chinese- 
Americans have crossed the 
country in significant ournbers 
to settle the Northeast. 
Some 1 1 5,000 of the Nation's 
Chinese- Americans live in the 
Northeast and constitute 62 
percent of our total popula- 
tion in that part of the coun- 
try. Nearly 82,000 of the 
Chintfse-Afnerictins living in 
the Northeast live in New 
York Staiii. Aliocieiher, 
180,000 Ja|»anese-, Chinese-, 
and Filifiino-Americafis, 
nearly 14 perLf)nt of our 
Hrilionwido total, live in thfj 
Northeast and 8 percent of us 
livo ifi N» w York. 

As for ih(? rest of the 
country, 1 10,000 or 8 f)er- 
cont of us live in the North 
Central Statfjs. and 97,000 
or 7 percent of us liv») in [Uo 
Soiilh. 
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WE ARE URBANITES 

built unci tho ijold minos immp* 
ti'XJ iUid whi.f^ Ihoro no 
lonn»?r H d<?nui!id for thwir 
ItUw)!' on thL» tijrip.F., our jnros- 
tors inov»Jd to tho i iIm?s si'ek- 
ing new nu\His of iv'nploy- 
nioni, V\o hdv»^ rojniiinod u 
part of th»' Nation's urbtin 
popijKilion, Toddy, 1.2 mil- 
lion of lis— 90 porcont of onr 
loicil-livp in urbdM dr^as. 
Ninety-six r^urcont ot tti(^ 
Chinoso-Aintiri' iins among us, 
89 (H>f ijMil of \h{' JdpanesfJ- 
Anurricans r^nd 85 porc.tjnt of 
Xh<} Filipino- Americans live 
in urban areas. More ih^n 54 
porcofit of us-744,000 in 
all-live in the innor citios. 
Comparativoly. 109,000 or 
Soerconi livf; in rLjral non- 
far rn areas while only 18,000 
or 1 p*.'rient of us live on 
farms. 

About half of us live in just 
thrfin tnotropolitan areas. Wo 
art; most rona'nt ratted in tho 
Honolulu mfUropolilafi area, 
Whf^ro 283,000 ()f tis consti- 
tute 45perrt}nt of llip popu- 
lation. Another 165,000 of us 
niake up 5 pf?rc(mt of tlie pop- 
til-)tion in thc» Stin Francisco- 
Oakland, Qjlifomia, metro- 
politan area ttnd 178,000 
tTiako up 3 [percent of the 
population in the? Los 
Anfjoles-Lonq Beanh area. 
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OUR INCOMF. 

Our median fafnily in(.omo 
is hicjher than ever before, 
and for most of us it is higher 
than the $9,596 wliich was 
thti national median in 1969, 
That ycvir Ja[)anese-Anu3rican 
families enjoy(Kl a median in- 
come of $12,51 5 and Chinese- 
American families had a 
median of $10,610, The 
medidn annual iiicoriio ainong 
Filipino-Americans in 1969 
was slightly less than the na- 
tional median at $9,318. 

On the otiier hand, while 




13'p(?rt;eni of the American 
[people must live on incomns 
below the low-income or [pov- 
erty level, wo have manayed to 
keep our poverty rate somewhat 
biilow the national average. 
Fewer than 1 1 percent of us 
had to live on incomes below 
the lowMucome level in 1969: 
7 percent of the Japanese- 
Americans, 13 percent of 
Chinese-Americans, and about 
13 percent of the Filipino- 
Americans, 

Proportionately, fewer of 
our fafnilies live below the 
low-income level. About 1 1 
percent of all American 
fafnilies received income 
below the low-income level 
in 1969 but about 9 percent 
of our families fell into this 
category; 8.572 or 6 percent of 
Japanese- American families; 
9,753 or 10 percent of 
Chinese- American families; 
8,220 or 12 percent of 
Filipino- American families. 



MEDIAN INCOMES 
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CUR HOMES 

ovvninc) hoi^e is <i foality for 
niaiw Hio 1970 Census 

showed thui 182.000 or 48 
|n?rt.:ont of our honios wi'v 
ovvfud or buiiui boiKiht by tho 
fiirnilios liviiK| in thnfii, 

i'ho ffiotiidn values of m.r 
hotfi^s umip l)(itvwt?n $22,000 
atul $29,000, soviu jl ihousund 
dollars above the niUioiuil 
modi jn of $17,000. Korty seven 
pen tent of our hoiiies ufi; in 
the $25,000 to $50,000 prii.o 

Most of our homes and the 
cipartnient buildings in which 
we live are not very new. 
Some 133.000 or 35 percent 
were built in 1939 or t^arlier. 
and still another 82.000 or 22 
percent were built between 
1950 and 1959, Only 3 per- 
cent are quite new, built dur- 
ing 1969 and early 1970. 

Ono-third of our homos, 
owned or rented, have more 
than one bcith,and ono-quartfH 
are e(iui|»pt'*d with air con- 
ditioninrj. Some) 21 5.000 or 
57 perrent of them aresincjie- 
unit or one-furnily dwellings. 
The rest ar(j in multi-unit 
structurtjs such as apartment 
buildings and duplex(is. 

Above 160,000 or 44 per- 
(,onl of our households-have 
ar loHst one autofTU)l)rle. 
Anothf^r 130.000 or 34 f)or- 
ccnt have two or more. 



OUR JOBS 
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Some 622.000 of us con- 
stitute our l«ibor force and all 
!)ul 3 percent of these are em- 
ployed, We are sales people 
and nianufactur<)rs, clerical 
workers and government em- 
ployees, craftsmen and [)ublic 
administrators, educators and 
entertainers. We are employed 
in just about every aspect of 
America's working world but 
we are more concentrated in 
some areas than in others. 

Most of us (71 percent) are 
private wage or salary (3arners 
and many (18 percent) are 
employed by various Federal. 
• State, and local government 
agencies. Some of us (8 per- 
cent) are self-employed, In 
fact. we. more than any other 
minority group in this coun- 
try, have become owners of 
small businesses. Very few of 
us (1 percent) are what the 
Census Burejau calls "un[)aid 
family workers" working in 
small family businesses. 

We are most concentrated 
in the wholesale and retail 
trades wtiere some 141 .000 
or 23 f)ercent of us are em- 
ployed. The professional and 
related services such as 
medicine, law. education, 
and cnginc»ering have attracted 
1 25.000 or 20 percent of us. 
and 94.000 or 15f)ercent of 
us i\rv. involved in tho manu- 
failure of durable and non- 
durdble qoods. 

Obviously, we have moved 
away from the kinds of jobs 
our ancestors took when they 
arrived in this country -the 
jobs so long considered 
traditional. Today 33,000 of 
us. a scant 5 percent, are 
employed in agriculture, 
forestry, or fisheries and only 
936-far less than 1 percfjnt 
of US-are still ernployea in 
mining. 
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WE ARE 
mmiLV PEOPLE 



'nllioii tiin)il!(?s 



in \Ur Ur)!lfM.i St.ltOS. 300.000 
.ir.' ixiis. l.Vl.OOO J.n\incsi:- 
A"U'f I. liifiiilits. U'j.UOO 

*mkI 7 1 .000 F ill! MfiD-AinLM u .ifi 
fj!Mili{'s, Th»' nii'Miji^r of our 

p»?n .."ni \n deuKjc 1960- 
1970. 

Ir^ iS7 pt'fi I'nt ut nuf f.itni- 

l)i)lh rr»'S('fU. \ino ;u»h nfil i)f 
our fiiM;ili('s tit'.' hi\ult'il by 
wtjMwin, I prDjiortinn of 
f.j'fiilits htMclrcl hy wonu.'ii in* 
■ TfMSfit Ofily s'icihlly fr\)iii 7 
tjfin PMI ifi I960, rill) cir(Mi(^st 
inrwJMS'.' in llu* |irc)|U)rtiufi of 
fj'Milits liiMcl''(t by womiJfi 
h:is l>p*>f] fiMuirui Fjlipiiui- 
Anif^rjc ,]M f.'iinilits. whcjs*! !>ro- 
portion iruinvist'ct frnrn p(?r- 

I t*nt in 1960 lo 9 pt:ft cnt in 
1070. I hi'; lOfMfuirrs with 

I I pnn nni of Aiunricin 
f.Hnilits lii.u tito hi?(Ult!tl by 

In urbtin .ir^ds whcfo nu>st 
of u-, liv*' *Mul \vb»»r»» th«» pro- 
portion of fijuiili^s h('(](.l»Kl by 
wonR»fi IS fjJHhMMlly hic)h(?r, 12 
poronii of till fiUnihf.'S hrivt* 
f^MTUjIi: hCtKK, Amonc) our 
irbrin fjfnihns, 9 tMU( ^nt ,iif» 
Ih iicl<?cl by woiMpn, 

TfiP futuiP of dny pjjofjh; 
tk'P' *kIs up<.)n tlv? youth 
.iiuorui thosf.' ni.'opio, Yoimk) 
minds .mu M^irits must bn 
dt.'VOlop'xi cUhI (rii:rujd lliio kjIi 
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429.000 or 31 luiniil 
ut 16 lujvr nul yiU niiu hetd 
]8 ytJcHsot Cit)htv-(M()ht 
.)ornMH (^( this (|roup nnniy u 
coinpU'li; tninily utiil, livin(j 
with both inoUuT oncl tjthor, 
Ar I lonq Ch i nose- Ai i lur u. »in 
funn!iL'S. 90 iJor(.:(,'tH of llu.'St' 
youngstors liv(j with both 
PtircMits, This is the hiflhust 
prufHKtion innornj i.is. Among 
all AiiujrUiWi fiiiniliijs, 83|n?r* 
f.tini of th<? youth dtidor 18 
\\\v. with botfi Pcifunls. 

Agijin, ni urb<in nam whort? 
tho proportion of youth livinq 
with both piircjnts tonds to 
d(H:r(Mso, 81 porcont of 
Arnorica's urUui youth undor 
18liv(i with both ptirenis. 
This eoniparos to 88 ()(irc<?nt 
of our urban youtfi iivim) 
with both parents. The 
proportion ishic)hest acjain 
aniony Chinese- Amorican 
families, where sNqhtly more 
than 90 pf?r(^ent live wilh 
both [)arents. 
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1 8 YEAR OLDS LI Vh-^'G WITH BOTH PARENTS 
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OUR EDUCATION 

Edutvuioti is an iniporidnt 
aspect of tlie rolo wo are 
fissuf^iiruj in American life. 
About (30 DOfcent of us have 
ooinploioci c)i loasi 12 yoars of 
schoolifiy. Bt'lvvrKon 19C0 jnd 
1970. the j.^ru[)ortion of us be- 
tween the ages 20 <hicI 44 whost? 
formal tduccJtion ended after 
4 years of high school do- 
creased froni 38 percent to 31 
percent, In the medniime. the 
proportion of us in this age 
group who have completed 4 
years of college or more has 
nearly doubled, climbing froni 
15 to 26 percent in that saine 
10-year period. 

Today, 26 percent of the 
Chinese-Americans 25 years 
old and over have completed 
4 or more years of college. 
This is true of 22 percent 
of the Filipino-Amertcans 
25 and over and 16 percent 
of the Japanese- Afnericans in 
this age group. This conipares 
to the 1 1 percent of all 
Americans 25 and over who 
have completed 4 or more 
years of college. 

And we are still learning. 
At the time of the 1970 
Census, more than 102.000 
of us were enrolled in 
colleges and universities 
across the Nation; 51 .000 
ChinnsfJ-Arnericans, 38,000 
Japanese- Americans, and 
13,000 Filipino-Americans. 

This then is our "now" in 
the United States-a "now" 
built upon the frustrations 
and despair of a "then" in 
a strange, new and, at times, 
hostile land. We are now a 
part of that land. 

Our number is small but 
growing and our tomorrow is 
promising. We are no longer 
struggling to catch up with 
the rest of the Nation. As 




MEDIAN YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED MALEM FEMALE 




these 1970 Census data show, 
in many areas we have sur- 
passed the national averages. 

As wo the Japanese-, Chi- 
nese-, and Filipino- Amorii^ans 
look toward tomorrow, we 
look with an eye toward lead- 
ership and positive contribu- 
tion and a well earned place 
in the American way of life. 
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